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O n e  S u m m e r :  A m e r i c a  1 9 2 7  

b y  B i l l  B r y s o n  
J u n e  1 8  

 The summer of 1927 offers the prolific Bryson a prepared canvas on 

which to paint a narrative of well-known, unknown, and little-known 

events and personalities of the Twenties. Loosely organized around 

three summer months that included, among many other things, major 

developments surrounding figures in aviation (Charles Lindbergh), 

baseball (Babe Ruth), boxing (Gene Tunney), criminal justice (Al 

Capone; Sacco and Vanzetti), and politics (Calvin Coolidge's "I do not 

choose to run" statement), Bryson's stories range back and forth into 

the rest of the decade and the era more broadly. The book's strength is 

in showing the overlap of significant events and the interaction of 

personalities. Most likely to appeal to Bryson fans and popular history 

buffs. 
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D e s c r i p t i o n s  f r o m  a m a z o n . c o m ,  L i b r a r y  

J o u r n a l  R e v i e w  a n d  P u b l i s h e r  W e e k l y  R e v i e w  

T h e  G i r l s  o f  A t o m i c  C i t y  

b y  D e n i s e  K i e r n a n  
J u l y  1 6  

 Kiernan writes compellingly of the women who toiled in Oak Ridge, 

Tennessee, during World War II as part of the Manhattan Project to 

build the atomic bomb. Living and working with thousands of others in 

a secret city built almost overnight, those involved in the "Project" were 

unaware that they were contributing to the most revolutionary scientific 

discovery of the 20th century. Moving between the individual narratives 

of the women workers and the story of the development of atomic 

fusion, Kiernan emphasizes the secretive nature of the work yet gives 

readers a greater understanding of the larger historical context. 


